
 

 
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
Cologne, 22 October 2024 
 
 
13. Innovation Award Architecture+ Office 2024 
ORGATEC 22 to 25 October 2024 
 
For the 13th time the architectural journal AIT and AIT-Dialog in cooperation with Koelnmesse, 
initiatet the Innovation Award Architecture+ Office during ORGATEC 2024. The award is aimed at 
designers and manufacturers of innovative materials and products in the fields of office furniture, 
accessories and equipment, lighting, floor coverings and other products for use in office buildings. 
The competition was initiated with the intention of awarding prizes to products that particularly 
meet the needs of architects and interior designers. The award recognizes conceptual solutions for 
selected objects and products that are equally convincing in terms of design and functionality.  
 
Renowned jury members from the fields of architecture and interior design selected the winners 
from 33 submitted products by 24 companies on 22 October 2024. A total of two Innovation Awards, 
four Special Mentons and two Mentions were awarded. 

 
 

The participants: 
AICHI Co., Ltd. 
Interstuhl Büromöbel GmbH & Co. KG - Brand Bimos 
Blå Station 
BMB Beschläge GmbH 
Flexispot GmbH 
Framery 
Girsberger  
Haworth  
Hettich Marketing- und Vertriebs GmbH & Co. KG 
Ideatec Advanced Acoustic Solutions 
Interface Deutschland GmbH 
Interstuhl Büromöbel GmbH & Co. KG 
JAB JOSEF ANSTOETZ KG 
Kinnarps - Brand Materia 
Kinnarps - Brand Skandiform 
Klöber GmbH 
Mara Srl 
MONTEIRO RIBAS INDUSTRIAS S. A. 
OBJECT CARPET GmbH 
OJMAR 
PEDRALI SPA 
Softrend Group OÜ (Intuit by Softrend) 
spiegels 
Studio Antti E Oy / Brand  Evavaaradesign 
TiMOTION Technology 
Visplay GmbH 
 
 



 

The jury members:  
Carla Bayer, LEPEL & LEPEL, Köln 
Sonja Gallo, caspar., Köln 
Prof. Johannes Kister, kister scheithauer gross, Köln  
René Rauls, Studio Komo, Stuttgart  
Jana Vonofakos, VRAI, Frankfurt 
 
 
The award ceremony took place on Tuesday,  22 October 2024 at 5pm at the Innovation Award 
booth Hall 4.2 / E011 E019.  
 
All participating products were on display for the entire duration of the fair at the Innovation Award 
(Hall 4.2 / E011 E019). In addition, all participants will be published in a special section of AIT 
12.2024. 
 
 
 
Innovation Award Architecture+ Office 2024 

Product: Layers moved by RoomSpin 
Company: Hettich Marketing- und Vertriebs GmbH & Co. KG 
Design: Kuhn GmbH 
Stand: 8.1 | B058 C059 

Jury verdict: 
"With its product RoomSpin, Hettich shows how a hardware manufacturer can rethink ‘storage 
furniture’ and many other items with an innovative idea. The jury therefore decided to award it the 
Innovation Award. With a very simple plug-in connection, almost countless combinations can be 
assembled in the truest sense of the word - single-handedly (i.e. without any technical or 
professional knowledge). Lego for office planners, so to speak! And this is achieved with an 
innovative, high-quality and aesthetic clamp. The use of PET panels also fulfills sustainability aspects 
and contributes to room acoustics. This gives the product and the entire collection significant value in 
terms of design, sustainability and application." 
 

Product: DUO-Carpets 
Company: OBJECT CARPET GmbH 
Stand: 8.1 | B058 C059 

Jury verdict: 
"DUO-Carpets solves the problem of the previously impossible, unmixed recycling of permanently 
installed carpeting. Until now, carpet backing and top layer were glued together and could not be 
separated into polyester backing and polyamide top layer for disposal. Thanks to the reversible 
Click/Unclick connection of the two layers, the two materials can finally be completely recycled. As 
the jury, we see great potential in this new technology and hope that many manufacturers in the 
industry will take the innovative strength of the product as an example." 

 
 
 
 



 

Special Mention 
 
Product: Gene 
Company: AICHI Co., Ltd. 
Stand: 10.2 | Q038 P039 

Jury verdict: 
"The Gene stacking chair is presented here in two different shapes and impressed the jury with its 
functionality, design and sustainability. Both models can be stacked with up to 40 chairs. They can be 
set up free-standing, in rows or back to back. We believe the chair with the lower backrest is very 
communicative and can even be used as a stool. The design is good, there is a wide range of colors 
and the upholstery fabrics are made from 100% recycled PET bottles; both models are very 
comfortable. We still see two potential areas for further development of the model: the depth of the 
leg frame could be standardized, so that both models could be used in one row to provide a more 
varied seating arrangement. And the edging of the upholstery could also be standardized on both 
models so that they can be combined even better visually. " 

 
Product: ABLE 
Company: Blå Station 
Design: Johan Lindau, Thomas Bernstrand, Stefan Borselius 
Stand: 5.2 | F021 
 
Jury verdict: 
"The chair made of joined, stainless, painted steel tubes with the beautifully designed zinc 
connecting elements looks very delicate and almost makeshift. But make no mistake: It's all very 
sturdy and, of course, very recyclable and sustainable. But is that what you want? The chair should 
rather take on a patina, because it is an exciting link to tubular steel chairs of the modern era and 
could become part of history. Simply and beautifully made! " 
 
 
Product: OTS Batteryless 
Company: OJMAR 
Design: DHEMEN 
Stand: 7.1 | A040 B041 

Jury verdict: 
"This system is a battery-free smart lock. Although it contains an electronic locking system, it works 
without batteries or wiring. Pressing the button generates an electrical impulse that is sufficient to 
open the system via chip or smartphone. At the same time, it is connected to the cloud, which offers 
real-time analysis, lock status and usage reports, among other things. The fact that you can work 
without a battery was convincing." 
 
 
Product: Buddy Oasi 
Company: PEDRALI SPA 
Design: Busetti Garuti Redaelli 
Stand: 6.1 | A040 B049 



 

Jury verdict: 
"Not everything has to be revolutionary. Sometimes a simple idea like a flexible backrest is enough to 
completely revitalize a classic typology. The seating direction and positions are really left entirely up 
to the user, even if a “backrest” is to disappear completely. The concept is impressive, but it also has 
to be done well, and the movable elements radiate this with their astonishing gravitas. Innovation 
can also mean opening up a new future for the well-known by changing just one detail." 

 
 
Mention 
 
Product: Framery Four 
Company: Framery  
Stand: 10.2 | L030 

Jury verdict: 
"With Framery Four, Framery has designed an elegant and aesthetic Meeting Box. It offers particular 
added value thanks to its innovative touch display. The jury acknowledged this with a Mention. The 
box welcomes people entering with a HELLO on the display. Lighting and ventilation can be set 
individually for each side of the seats. When the box is occupied, it indicates this from the outside 
with a red light. High-quality processing and the beautiful aesthetics also convinced the jury." 

 

Product: TEXON 
Company: Interstuhl Büromöbel GmbH & Co. KG - Marke Bimos 
Design: PHOENIX Design 
Stand: 9.1 | B009 A002 

Jury verdict: 
"The TEXON office swivel chair from Interstuhl/Bimos receives a Mention. 
This chair was developed for highly technologized areas and meets strict requirements such as ESD 
protection, cleanroom suitability, durability and hygienic design. The upholstery can be changed at 
the touch of a button to clean the seat and backrest cushions. Simple handling allows the user to 
choose between a dynamic and a static seating position, as well as to individually adjust the seat 
height. The jury was impressed by the fact that it not only meets the high requirements of laboratory 
chairs, but also meets design standards." 
 
 
 
 
Contact: 
Gesellschaft für Knowhow-Transfer   
in Architektur und Bauwesen mbH  
Friederike Boy 
20457 Hamburg 
Bei den Mühren 70 
20457 Hamburg 
Tel. +49 (0) 40 / 70 70 898 18 
innovationspreis@ait-online.de l www.ait-online.de  
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