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Scholarship of the Sto Foundation

 

PRESS RELEASE 
Hamburg, 16 August 2021 

 

 

The Interior Scholarship – the AIT-Scholarship of the Sto Foundation has been 

awarded! 

The Interior Scholarship – the AIT-Scholarship of the Sto Foundation, is awarded four times this 

year. During the jury session on 13 August 2021, one student each from the University of Applied 

Sciences Peter Behrens School of Arts, Dusseldorf, Germany, the TU Wien, Vienna, Austria, the 

Muthesius University of Fine Arts and Design, Kiel, Germany and the HEAD - Genève, Haute école 

d’art et de design, Geneva, Switzerland impressed the jurors. With a monthly subsidy of 500 Euros 

each to help cover the costs of living, the students are given the opportunity to fully dedicate 

themselves to their studies for a whole year. 

 

 

1: Jury members of the 2021 Interior Scholarship (left to right: Maria Sieben, Ralf Pasel, Karin Sander, Kristina Bacht, Simon 

Ulfstedt), photo: GIULIANI | VON GIESE 

 

The Interior Scholarship – the AIT-Scholarship of the Sto Foundation which is endowed with 24,000 

Euros, was awarded for the eleventh time in 2021. As in previous years, submissions arrived from all 

over Europe, this time involving 60 applicants from 13 countries. This year’s winners are  

Sophia Janna Dinkel (University of Applied Sciences Peter Behrens School of Arts, DE-Dusseldorf), 

Christian Kellner (TU Wien, AT-Vienna), Franziska Kocks (Muthesius University of Fine Arts and 

Design, DE-Kiel) and Nobuyoshi Yokota (HEAD - Genève, Haute école d’art et de design, CH-Geneva.  

 

During the jury session on 13 August 2021 at the AIT-ArchitekturSalon Hamburg, the jurors Prof. Ralf 

Pasel (pasel.künzel architects/CODE | Construction + Design/TU Berlin, DE-Berlin), Prof. Karin Sander 

(Technische Hochschule Rosenheim, DE-Rosenheim), Simon Ulfstedt (Scholarship holder of the 
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Interior Scholarship 2011/2012, DE-Hamburg) and Maria Sieber (BAID Architektur, DE-Hamburg) 

assessed and discussed both the quality of the submitted student projects as well as the creative 

designs of this year’s impromptu assignment, which was an assessment criterion for the seventh 

time. 

 

This year the students had been asked to create a space themed Reclaiming public space. 

With society becoming increasingly virtually and socially segregated, it is particularly important to 

create spaces that allow spontaneous social interactions. In a lively urban space, people of diverse 

origins and cultural backgrounds, of various ages, and with different life experiences encounter each 

other directly and involuntarily. Being aware of this heterogeneous society is the first step towards 

recognizing it and then helping to shape it. 

 

The different aspects were to be examined and a spatial idea/attitude/interpretation of it was to be 

developed. The personal idea was to be illustrated in the form of individually selected, concept-

supporting presentation techniques, such as visualizations, model photos, collages, drawings, 

sketches, films, collages and so on. 

 

After an assessment procedure with three rounds and extensive discussion, the jury unanimously 

determined the winners, who primarily stood out due to their individual attitudes and creative 

thinking. The available prize money of 24,000 Euros was divided between the four students from 

Germany, Austria, and Switzerland who can now happily look forward to a monthly allowance of 500 

Euros each.  

 

The scholarships are funded by the Sto Foundation, which regards “the education of the young 

generation […] as an investment in the future of our society” and wants to afford the winners a 

carefree study period of one year. For this reason, Sto Foundation supports young people in their 

academic education. As an overriding purpose, the Sto Foundation takes up the guiding theme of 

“Aware Constructing” of Sto SE & Co. KGaA and aims at global technology leadership in the industry 

to achieve a people-friendly and sustainable design of built living environments. 

 

“We were again able to recognise a consistently high quality this year, which produced outstanding 

and differentiated winning profiles. It is impressive to see how the students focus on the design, while 

exploring the boundaries and looking for new possibilities with a joy of experimentation and a 

creative, inquiring mind. They think on a large scale and yet develop spaces that respond to the 

individual. The students ask questions, try out different methodologies, and search for the best 

solution. The submissions clearly show that interior design and urbanism meet in new places for the 

students, that they question reality. And this is exactly where people are needed who ask questions, 

break with the norm and recognise potential. It was great that we had the opportunity to take a look 

at this.”  

(Ralf Pasel) 
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The scholars of the Interior Scholarship 2021/2022 

 

Sophia Janna Dinkel 

University of Applied Sciences Peter Behrens School of Arts, DE-Dusseldorf 

 

 
 2: Impromptu design  by Sophia Janna Dinkel 

 

 

 

The jury’s verdict 

Sophia Dinkel’s creative position is revealed through a poetic visual vocabulary and her desire to 

integrate topics that affect society as a whole into her work. With reduced means of expression, she 

lends her projects enormous strength by zooming from the larger scales into the perception of the 

individual, thus making the individual space perceptible as well. From objectness, her work merges 

through additive diversity — beyond journalistic specifications — into a systemic, narrative approach, 

which earned Sophia Dinkel a unanimous vote by the jury to be one of the four scholarship holders. 
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Christian Kellner 

TU Wien, AT-Vienna 

 

 
 3: Impromptu design by Christian Kellner 

 

 

The jury’s verdict 

With his application, Christian Kellner has demonstrated that he understands space as an initiator for 

visionary processes, as a socially effective tool with immense power. His submitted works document 

a field of tension between high sensitivity and atmospheric density on the one hand and radicality 

and sociological complexity on the other. His position is defined across all scales, allowing thematic 

foresight and sensual proximity to interact with a view to design thinking and acting. Quiet and 

composed. 

With challenging aesthetics and consistency, he works out a construct of both material and 

immaterial spatial relationships, without subscribing to formal clichés. The communicative presence 

and dialogue capability of the scenarios shown underscore the narrative quality. His visual expression 

emphasises a calm and consistent attitude. One can sense that the spaces shown address deeper 

levels of perception. This is a potential of the applicant that definitely needs to be encouraged, 

explored and further developed. The submitted impromptu task corresponds to the presented 

profile of the applicant and impresses with its clarity, aesthetics and depth of content. 
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Franziska Kocks 

Muthesius University of Fine Arts and Design, DE-Kiel 

 

 

 

4: Impromptu design by Franziska Kocks 

 

 

The jury’s verdict 

Franziska Kocks’ work impresses in its entirety. The individual projects are not only presented in a 

descriptive and comprehensible way, but are also convincing in their inherently straightforward 

elaboration. The approach and motivation of the projects arise from fundamental and social issues. 

She uses the design of space to give people a tangible atmosphere. In doing so, she uses few means, 

but nevertheless creates powerful designs that are very close to people. At the same time, the works 

reveal her deep understanding of colour and light in space. Franziska Kocks has received the 

scholarship as a holistic designer. 
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Nobuyoshi Yokota 

HEAD - Genève, Haute école d’art et de design, CH-Geneva 

 

 

5:  Impromptu design by Nobuyoshi Yokota 

 

 

The jury’s verdict 

Nobuyoshi Yokota’s works captivate with their versatile conceptual approaches and a spatial 

understanding beyond conventional benchmarks. From future ‘Food Cultures’ on a micro scale, to 

imaginary spaces generated from ‘Verse Novels’, to ‘Reacting Spaces’ that sound out the threshold of 

their perception into physical presence, one can sense a joy of experimentation that not only gives 

rise to unique projects, but also allows deep insights into their creative formation processes. 

Particularly impressive is the consistently high quality of the projects, which in their holistic approach 

explore the threshold of the conceptual to the concretely built spatiality, from the design to the 

implementation. 

Yokota’s clear interior approach goes far beyond the usual understanding of interior design and 

opens up the manifestation of space through the immediacy of the material in surprising beauty and 

powerful aesthetics. In this complex superimposition, the boundaries between inside and outside 

merge into spatial experiences that are not only captivating because of their independence, but 

whose character also allows for versatile uses and involves a wide variety of actors already in the 

creation process.  

Consequently, the impromptu project ‘Rail Wine Farm’ aims at processes of participation that break 

down cultural barriers and improve interactive communication between unemployed and local 

residents through a collaborative project and joint efforts. 
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Jury of the Interior Scholarship 2021/2022 

 

 

Simon Ulfstedt 

Scholarship holder of the Interior Scholarship 2011/12, DE-Hamburg 

After training as a wooden boat builder, Simon Ulfstedt undertook a traditional journey as a boat 

builder between 2002 and 2006. He then studied interior design at Burg Giebichenstein 

Kunsthochschule Halle. He worked in various offices such as Buchner Bründler Architekten Basel, 

ZickenheinerArchitekten Lörrach, Stölken Schmidt Architekten Hamburg or Ply Atelier Hamburg and 

was part of several exhibitions in Basel, Halle/Saale, Istanbul, Cologne, Milan and Weil am Rhein. 

 

Prof. Karin Sander 

Technische Hochschule Rosenheim, DE-Rosenheim, DE-Munich 

Prof. Karin Paula Sander studied interior design at the BUGH Wuppertal and architecture at the 

Berlin Weissensee School of Art. Until 2007 she was a research assistant at the BTU in Cottbus at 

the Chair of Architectural Representation. In 2003 she founded "buerozentral.architekten" in Berlin 

with Uli Lechtleitner, Michel Weber and Thomas Wolter, focusing on exhibition design, furnishing 

and architecture of cultural buildings.  Since 2008, she has been a professor of visual 

communication at the IAD Interior Architecture, Architecture and Design faculty at the TH - 

Rosenheim. In 2019, she took over the teaching area on the theory of interiors. 

 

Maria Sieben 

BAID Architektur GmbH, DE-Hamburg 

Maria Sieben studied Architecture at RWTH University Aachen.  

Since 2014 she is working with BAID Architektur in Hamburg. 

 

Prof. Ralf Pasel 

Pasel Künzel Architects, CODE | Construction + Design, Technische Universität Berlin, DE-Berlin 

Ralf Pasel first studied civil engineering at the TU Darmstadt and then graduated in architecture at 

the TU Dresden. During his studies of architecture he was drawn to Paris and Liverpool in the course 

of two stays abroad. Ralf Pasel is a founding partner of pasel.künzel architects Rotterdam as well as 

Pasel-K architects Berlin and has been working for many years on experimental forms of living and 

building in an international context. The office works closely at the interface between research, 

practice and teaching. Since 2012, Ralf Pasel has been university professor for design and building 

construction at the Institute of Architecture at the TU Berlin of Berlin. From 2015 to 2019 he was 

director of the Faculty of Architecture there. Prior to that, he held several international guest 

professorships, e.g. at the Universidad Catolica de Santiago de Chile and the Rotterdam Academy of 

Architecture and Urban Design. 

 

Kristina Bacht 

Curator AIT-ArchitekturSalons, Publishing Director AIT-Dialog, DE-Hamburg 

Kristina Bacht studied architecture and urban planning at Technische Universiteit Delft/Netherlands 

and Universidad Tecnica Federico Santa Maria in Valparaiso/Chile. During and after her studies, she 

worked with various international architecture offices in Germany, the USA and the Netherlands. 

Since 2005, Kristina Bacht has been employed with AIT-Dialog with a work focus on architecture 

communication. In 2009, she developed and established the AIT ArchitekturSalons with venues in 

Hamburg, Cologne and Munich. As head curator of the galleries she organises exhibitions of 

internationally renowned architects and is responsible for numerous international architecture 

congresses and symposia, competitions, workshops, focus groups as well as editorial events, 

architecture magazines and publications. From 2009 to 2013, she acted as deputy publishing 

director, and became publishing director in 2013. 
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1:  Jury members of the 2021 Interior Scholarship (left to right: Maria Sieben, Ralf Pasel, Karin 

Sander, Kristina Bacht, Simon Ulfstedt), photo: GIULIANI | VON GIESE 

2: Impromptu design  by Sophia Janna Dinkel 

3:  Impromptu design by Christian Kellner  

4:  Impromptu design by Franziska Kocks 

5:  Impromptu design by by Nobuyoshi Yokota 

 

 

Picture credits  

Free use for press purposes when mentioning 'AIT-Dialog' and the photographer GIULIANI | VON 

GIESE as well as the name of the respective scholar with the impromptu designs.  

 

 

Contact 

Ir. Kristina Bacht (MSc Arch)  

Curator | Director AIT-ArchitekturSalons  

Publishing Director  

Gesellschaft für Knowhow-Transfer in Architektur und Bauwesen mbH  

Bei den Mühren 70 | 20457 Hamburg  

Fon: +49 (0)40 / 70 70 898-11  

E-Mail: kbacht@ait-online.de 

 

stipendium@ait-architektursalon.de  

www.ait-architektursalon.de/stipendium 


